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Understanding editorials and press bias

French B2 (upper intermediate) - Lesson

Quick answer: To read a French press article, identify its parts (titre, chapeau, |Iégende), its type
(report, éditorial or tribune) and its sources. Then detect bias in loaded words such as avouer or
lobby, in who is quoted, and in the conditional that signals unconfirmed news, as in Le ministre
aurait démissionné.

Level: French B2 (CEFR upper intermediate) - Standards: CEFR B2, Reading

How is a French press article built?

To read a newspaper article with confidence, first name its parts. The headline (le titre) and the
lead (le chapeau) give the essentials, an intertitre splits the text, and a |Iégende explains the
photo. The signature tells you who is responsible for the text.

Titre : Le marché de Dakar change d'horaires

Chapeau : deux phrases qui résument |'essentiel
(qui, quoi, ou, quand).

Intertitre

photo ,
Corps de l'article

(informations, citations)

Légende : sous I'image

Signature : Fatou Ndiaye

Each part of an article has a French name.

la une the front page

une rubrique | a section (politics, sport, culture)

une breve a very short news item

un éditorial an opinion text expressing the newspaper's line
une tribune an opinion piece written by an outside author

un fait divers | a minor news story (accident, crime)
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How can you tell a fact from an opinion?

A report (un reportage) describes events and quotes sources; an editorial or a tribune argues for a
position. Even in a news story, the verbs reveal how sure the journalist is.

Conditional of uncertainty

Journalists use the conditional for information that is not confirmed: Le ministre aurait
démissionné — The minister is said to have resigned. The same idea appears with selon,
d'apres and prétendument: Selon un syndicat, I'usine fermerait en juin.

How do you identify bias?

Bias rarely lies in a false fact. It hides in the choice of words, in who is quoted and who is not, and
in the order of the information. Compare how one fact can be told.

Neutral Loaded

un groupe d'intérét | un lobby
dire avouer (suggests guilt)
affirmer prétendre (suggests doubt)
un probleme un fléau
a décidé a imposé
faits sourcés adjectifs forts
neutre nuancé engagé
dire, annoncer affirmer, estimer avouer, dénoncer

plus le mot est chargé, plus le parti pris est visible

Where does the wording stand on the scale?

Common mistake

Un éditeur is a publisher, not an editor. The editor of a newspaper is le rédacteur en chef. La
critique is a review, and les actualités means the news. Un magazine is a weekly or monthly
publication, not a TV program only.

Culture note

Press freedom in France rests on a law of 29 July 1881, which still frames how newspapers
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may publish. French readers are used to a clear separation between the reporting pages and
the opinion pages.

When you read an article, ask four questions: who speaks, who is quoted, which adjectives
carry feeling, and what is missing. The answer to the last one often reveals the bias.

Key points to remember

¢ An article has a headline (titre), a lead (chapeau), subheadings and a signature.
An éditorial gives the paper's opinion; a tribune comes from an outside author.
The conditional shows unconfirmed information: Il aurait démissionné.

Loaded verbs such as avouer or prétendre reveal the writer's attitude.

Un éditeur is a publisher; the editor is le rédacteur en chef.

Understanding editorials and press bias: frequently asked
questions

What is the difference between an éditorial and a tribune?

An éditorial expresses the opinion of the newspaper itself and is often unsigned or signed by the
editorial team. A tribune is written by an outside person, such as an expert or a politician, and is
signed.

Why do French journalists use the conditional?

They use it to report information that has not been confirmed or that comes from a single source.
It protects the journalist and tells the reader to be careful.

How can | recognize bias in an article?

Look at loaded vocabulary, the choice of sources, the order of facts and adjectives that carry
judgment. Compare the headline with the facts given in the body.

What is a chapeau?

The chapeau is the short introduction placed under the headline. It summarizes the key facts in
one or two sentences, so reading the titre and the chapeau gives a quick idea of the article.

What vocabulary should | learn for the DELF B2 reading test?

Learn the press vocabulary (rubrique, bréve, une, reportage), stance verbs (affirmer, dénoncer,
prétendre) and connectors of opposition. They help you identify the author's point of view.
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